Min-Lesson: Supports in Exposifory Writing

Infention (Skil): Supporting a Thesis Statement in Exposttory Wiiting

Teaching Point (Strategy): Exposifory wrriters support their thesis in a way fhat is
Inferesting to the reader by using narrafive vignettes and lists.

Connection: I've heard that you quys are doing some expostory writing. I've also heard
that youre realy great af coming up with good opening and closing stafements. You've
got the hardest parts downl Today, | want 1o feach you how exposttory writers sugport
their hesis In a way that is inferesting to the reader by using narrafive vignettes and
iste.

Teach: Let me show you wihat | mean. When we read Syper-Compietely and Totaly
e Messiest you may not have realized that it's structured like exposttory wriing. Now,
as far as | know, it's a work of fiction, but tt has a clear thesis statement; lots of
support, and a reflection af the end. Judth Viorst made the narrator, Olivia, an exposiory
wrifer! Her thesis is easy fo spot: "My sisfer Sophie is super-completely and tofally fhe
messiest.” Now lef's look at how she supports that thesis in a way that is inferesting 1o
the reader by using narrafive vignettes (small stories) and lists. (Show moarked poges.)

Did you nofice how she supported her thesis, fhen restated if¢ And her story ddnt
keep going on forever and ever. Neitner dd her list. But they were bofh effective
because they supported the thesis In a way that is inferesting,

Active Engagement: Now if's your turn fo fry it Look at your lafest piece of exposiory
wrifing, and put your finger on your thesis statement. I'm going fo give you a minufe to
think about a small story or narrafive vignette and a list that could support your fhesis
statement, just ke Olivia did. When you've thought of i, furn 1o your partner and write it
in e air. (Listen in, share i appropriote.)

Link: <o today, or ANY time you're writing supports for a fhesis stafement; | hope youl
remember 1o support your fhesis in a way that is inferesting 1o the reader by using
norrative vignettes and lists.

Share: (Look for students effectively using strategy. Make them famous) (oo Bl
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